
Murray Language Academy
LSC Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2012

Present: 
Michael D. Ewing (Parent)
Nicole Hayes (Parent)
Tom Hoffer (Parent)
Gregory Mason (Principal)
Sherry G. Nickerson (Staff)
Carla Pollard (Community)
Josephine Sanders (Parent)
Michael J. Scott (Community)
Angela Stewart (Parent)

Absent:
Eulene B. Carter (Teacher)

1. The meeting was called to order by Nicole Hayes at 6:10 pm.

2. A discussion of possible meeting times was added as a New Business item.
 
3. Minutes of the July 9, 2012 organizational meetings were approved with a change to the meeting 
schedule.  

4. Principal's Report:
- Construction undergone this summer: masonry work, roof, plumbing and piping work to prepare for 
next year, when new windows, central heating, and central air for the old building will be installed.
- Mandarin teacher is on leave.
- Language Fair and Back-to-School Night were held during the summer.
- MAC Property will fund a Parent Social this Saturday, September 22 from 5-7pm at 7-10 Lanes.
- The school is using a new math program called Envision Math; it is being used K-3 and 5th this year, 
with 4th grade to be added next year.
- The seventh grade algebra program is under consideration.
- ISAT preview (more complete statistics to be presented at the November Town Hall meeting): the 
overall meet/exceeds went from 88 to 90. Some scores went up (e.g., science), some went down (e.g., 
math).  Library is being used as REA time (remediation, enrichment, acceleration).  The school wants 
to identify students who are not meeting standards and intervene with them.
- Recess is new and has been hard for Murray.  Recess assistants have been hired.  The staff are being 
taxed.  What will they do with inclement weather days?  Pursuant to council discussion, Michael 
Scott will put PlayWorks in contact with Mr. Mason to discuss possibilities.
- Lunch will be in three 45-minutes blocks to allow children to have recess inside.  This is a change that 
will be implemented starting Monday.
- Nov. 7-15 Mr. Mason will be traveling to Beijing. Town Hall Meeting is moved to November 17 
(still at 9am) to accommodate this travel.
- In response to a question: Murray is instituting a more restrictive policy for parents entering the 
building.  Parents should check in with the office before visiting the teacher.  There was discussion of 
this point.  A letter will be sent to parents informing them of this policy.



5. Committee Reports:
CIWP-Tom Hoffer: meeting to be scheduled
Budget & Finance –Jo Sanders: meeting to be scheduled
Principal Evaluation – Carla Pollard/Michael Ewing: meeting to be scheduled
PPLC  - Eulene Carter: absent, no report
PTO Report – Jo Sanders for Geri Redd: PTO rescheduled to 9/26 at 5pm, child care will be 

provided; parent social at 7-10 on 9/22 
Staff Relations/PSRP (Paraprofessional School Related Personnel)-Sherry Nickerson: 

CHAMPS, which was discussed in summer professional devlopment, is being adopted 
schoolwide this year.

6. New Business
- Chicago Teachers Union Strike-Readjustment of School calendars: pending 
- Transfer of funds requests: none
- Capital improvements: see principal report
- Funding requests: none
- LSC By-laws recommendations and approval: deferred to next meeting 
- Parent Representative vacancy: one parent, Tim McGovern, was present to express interest in the 
position.   The process for filling the parent vacancy will be as follows: the school will accept 
applications through Oct. 1. The LSC will vote on the new member at the October meeting as an 
early agenda item so that the new member may be seated immediately.

7. Old Business
- Chicago Public School new schedule 8:15am - 3: 15pm
- Student fees: this has been the worst turnout for fees in Mr. Mason's time at the school (approx. 25% 
paid).  Mr. Mason will circulate a copy of a letter that he will send home to parents.

The next Regular LSC Meeting will be held at Murray Language Academy on  October 17, 2012 @ 
6pm (*pending chair's coordination with the PTO; time may change since PTO meeting time has 
changed) in the multipurpose room of Murray Language Academy.

8.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:23 pm.

Respectfully submitted and approved,

Michael Scott, Secretary


